1st S, after Christmas  12/29/24
Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15

“When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as He swore
to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, you shall give it to you, you
shall set apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb...Every firstborn of
man among your sons you shall redeem”

A 66-year-old Brazilian saved his grandson from the grip of a 16-foot-
long anaconda by beating the snake with rocks and a knife for half an hour.
"When | saw the snake wrapped around my grandson’s neck | thought it
was going to kill him," the grandfather said. "It was agonizing, | pulled it
from one side, but it would come back on the other."

While the boy was playing with friends, the snake attacked and
wrapped itself around him. Anacondas are not poisonous, but kill their prey
by coiling around them and squeezing until victims suffocate.

"It brought me to the ground and bit me," the boy said. "Then it
started crawling up my neck and began suffocating me." His friends ran to
get his grandfather, who reached the scene and battled with the snake until
it released his grandson. | think it's fair to say that when those boys ran to
get grampa, he dropped whatever he was doing and put his all into saving
his grandson.

That heroic grandfather rescuing his grandson from the clutches of
death helps us understand what our worship this Sunday is all about.

Redemption is the focus of our worship today. We tend to text our
every thought in our day, but I think it's fair to say most of them deal with
lattes and cappuccinos far more than redemption. So, let’s take a step
back, and talk about redemption. Redemption comes from the word
‘redeem”. “Redeem” means “buy back”. We use it in the Church to mean,

like that grandfather who rescued his grandson from the certain death of



that snake, God has bought us back, rescued us, from sin, death, and the
devil. And He did it in and through that newborn babe of Bethlehem, His
only-begotten Son born of a Virgin.

Which brings us to our Old Testament lesson this morning. The
children of Israel found themselves enslaved in the land of death, Egypt.
God sent His mouth piece, Moses, to tell Pharoah, “Let my people go”.
But, Pharaoh would not let God’s children go. So you recall from your
Sunday School days that God sent 10 plagues upon that land of death.
Chapter 12 of Exodus, the words immediately before where our lesson for
today begins, tells us of the last and most deadly of those plagues, the
death of the firstborn. The Angel of Death passed through and struck down
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, all from the firstborn of Pharaoh to the
firstborn who was in the dungeon, all the firstborn of the livestock (12:29).

Except that is, the firstborn of the Isrealites. The children of God
sacrificed the Passover Lamb, and painted, marked, the blood of that lamb
on the doorframe of their homes. When the Angel of Death saw that home
marked by the blood, the Destroyer passed over that home. God
redeemed them. He bought them back from death, by the blood of the
lamb.

After their years of wandering were over, God brought His children
into the land of Canaan, the land of life flowing with milk and honey. And
because it is so easy — so very easy — for us humans to forget, God
instructed His children to remember how He had bought them from death to
life, so He commanded the first born be redeemed.

The first born were redeemed, bought back, by the blood of the
Lamb. My Friends, nothing happens in the Bible by chance. It all points to
Jesus. Everything. As God bought His children back from death to life in
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the blood of the Lamb, so it all points to Jesus, who redeems us from death
to life.

We are enslaved in a land of death, no not Egypt, but the Bible
reminds us, that there is always but “a step between me and death” (1 Sam
20:3). In fair Eden’s Garden, we were bitten by the snake and the venom
of sin was injected into our veins. And, the wages of sin is death (Ro 6:23).

Every ache, every pain in your body is a reminder to you that you are
mortal and you will return to the dust from which you came. Every car
crash, every mass shooting, every person who does not wake from sleep in
the morning, every obituary in the newspaper is a reminder to you of your
own mortality.

But the GOOD NEWS of the Christian faith is that God is love. At
creation, He breathed His very life into us. He did not give us the gift of life
so that it would end in death. So, He redeemed us from death, in the blood
of the Lamb Jesus.

Which brings us to our Gospel lesson this morning. The Redeemer is
Himself redeemed, brought from death to life. In accordance with the Old
Testament law, Mary and Joseph bring their 40-day-old son to the temple.
They could not afford a lamb, so they redeemed Jesus with pigeons, as the
law of God allowed.

There is great irony in our Gospel this morning. Mary and Joseph
could not afford a lamb, yet they were carrying in their arms the Lamb of
God, who would take away the sin of the world. That Lamb was sacrificed
on the altar of Calvary’s cross. That Lamb redeemed you. God bought you
back from sin, death, and hell, “not with gold or silver, but with His holy,

precious blood, His innocent suffering and death.”
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Remember in our Gospel lesson, Jesus is redeemed from death to
life. That means, though He was crucified, died, and buried, death could
not hold Him. The 3™ day: He rose to life again, bringing life and
immortality to light, for you.

At the temple, the Holy Family meets Simeon. As righteous and
devout Simeon holds the infant Christ, death loses its sting. “Lord, nhow you
are letting your servant depart in peace, according to Your word” (Lk 2:29).
Simeon know he can depatrt this earthly life at peace with God, because
God has kept His promises to redeem him in Savior he hold in his arms.

‘Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the

house of slavery, for by a strong hand the LORD brought you out

from this place” (Ex 13:3).

Remember, because that is what happened in the new birth of your
baptism. Baptized into Christ, death has lost its sting. When God’s
children left the land of death, they crossed through the RED SEA waters.
When God'’s children entered the land of life, the land flowing with milk and
honey, they crossed over the Jordan River. So, it is that in baptism you
cross through the water from death to life, eternal life. Jesus Himself says
it this way, “ am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me,
though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in Me
shall never die” (Jn 11:25-26).

We are familiar with the words of Simeon after eating and drinking
our Savior’s body and blood in His table. We sing those words, because
Simeon saw His salvation in the Christ-child and was ready to depart in
peace, he was ready to die, because he knew he would go to heaven. So

it is, My Friends, in Christ, that seeing and tasting our salvation in the body
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and blood of Christ, we know death has lost its sting, so we are ready to
depart in peace, to die, to go to heaven to be with Jesus.

We have that comfort, that joy, that certainty even the the valley of
the shadow of death because we have been redeemed by the blood of the

lamb and death pases over us.

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



