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All Saints’ 11/2/14 
Matthew 5:1-12  

 

“REJOICE AND BE GLAD, FOR YOUR REWARD IS GREAT IN 
HEAVEN.” 
 
 How do you dress a baby?  I don’t mean, step-by-step, how do you 

dress a baby, I mean more in the sense of in what do you dress a baby?  

On the day of his/her baptism, a nice white {gown / outfit}.  Some may be 

partial green and gold, with a large “G” adorning that outfit.  In light of the 

weather, some may opt for warmth.  

 Today we celebrate All Saints’.  We remember those who rest from 

their labors in the mansions of heaven and wear the crown of life.  And, we 

also rejoice that we are saints.  “Saint” means “Holy One.”  We are the holy 

ones of God because, as His children, He has clothed us in the 

righteousness of Jesus Christ.  In Christ, you are a saint of God. 

I. To understand why God clothed you with the righteousness of Christ, 

you need to take a look at yourself as you are by your nature.  What do you 

look like apart from Christ?  By nature, you are a lost and condemned 

sinner.  We need to remember what sin is.  Sin is rebellion against God.  It 

is not funny.  It cannot be easily shrugged off.  Examining ourselves in the 

mirror of God’s law, we see that we are by nature sinful and unclean and 

that we have sinned against God in our thoughts, words, and deeds.  By 

nature, we are all just plain evil.  No matter what sin we show in our lives, 

sin is sin, it is all the same to God.  It is all rebellion against the Creator of 

heaven and earth and deserves death. 

 Would you want someone to see you that way?  Most likely not.  Yet, 

when we see ourselves apart from Christ, we realize what a desperate 

situation sin has left us in and we have no hope within us. 
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II. God saw us in the death of our sin.  In His Fatherly love, He did not 

leave us in our sin.  He knew that we could not make ourselves righteous 

by our own reason or strength.  If we were to be righteous, it would be up to 

Him.   

 So, God acted to save us.  He sent His only-begotten Son Jesus into 

this world.  In Jesus, there was no hardness of heart or rebellion; there was 

only innocence and purity.  He, free from the evil effects of sin, was able to 

perfectly obey the Father’s will.  God's own Son paid the price for our 

transgression and rebellion with His innocent suffering and death on the 

cross of Calvary.  The innocent Lamb of God shed His blood to cover over 

our sin. 

III. In what do you clothe a baby?  God clothed you with Christ.  The 

Bible teaches us: “All of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ” (Ga 3:27, NIV).  Today, we have seen God clothe 

Rylan with the righteousness of Christ.  Baptized into Christ, we wear His 

own holiness and purity as our very own.  Cleansed by His blood, we stand 

before God, no longer wearing the filth and stain of our sin, but clothed with 

Christ.  When God looks at you, He does not see your sin.  He sees only 

the pure, holy, righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

 On All Saints’, the white paraments decorate the church.  White is the 

color of innocence.  That’s the color of sainthood, the “holy ones,” those 

who have been cleansed from all of their sins in the blood of Jesus Christ.  

All Saints is another reminder of what God has done for us -- and what He 

makes us -- in Jesus Christ.  

 But, let us never forget the rest of the story of our life on this earth.  

The Bible does indeed teach us that we are the saints, the holy ones, of 
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God.  But at the same time, we are still a sinner.  While we live on this 

earth, we are always and at the same time, a saint and a sinner. 

 As a saint and a sinner, we must ever listen to the words of Paul:  

We were buried therefore with [Christ] by baptism into death, in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life” (Ro 6:4).   

Baptized into Christ, we have died to sin.  As the holy ones of God, we 

have no desire, no will, for sin.  And, we have been raised to a new life in 

Him.  As He served God, we serve God.  As we live now and forever in 

Christ, our one, single purpose is to do God’s will in our lives.   

 All Saints gives us the opportunity to remember the work saints have 

done for Christ and His Church.  We do not pray to the saints or ask them 

to forgive our sins.  The saints that have gone before us to heaven do not 

have magical powers; there is nothing mystical about them.  The saints are 

not mediators between God and us.  The Bible teaches us that there is only 

one mediator between God and men -- Jesus Christ.  It is to Him that we 

turn for forgiveness and grace to help us to fight the good fight of faith. 

 But, we do remember the lives and work of the saints.  In the lives of 

the saints, we see the great things God can accomplish in human lives. 

 Are you burdened with guilt?  Does the evil foe continually bring to 

your remembrance memories of past transgressions?  Then take comfort 

from the lives of the saints.  When you see Peter forgiven after denying 

Christ and David forgiven after his adultery with Bathsheba, we know that 

God does indeed forgive.  In seeing God forgive the failings of the saints, 

we rejoice that God’s grace does indeed abound more than sin and we 

take comfort that as He has forgiven them, He will forgive us. 
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 Are you in the midst of a severe trial?  Is the valley of the shadow of 

death very dark and deep for you this day?  Then, take courage and 

strength from the lives of the saints.  Remember how God used the 

treachery and deceit of his brothers to work good in the life of Joseph.  

Remember how God gave David victory over the giant Goliath.  Remember 

how God shut the mouths of the lions to keep Daniel from harm.   

 Are you in a time of indecision in your life?  Then remember St. 

Jonah.  In His own way, God may be telling you to go to your Nineveh.  

God may have need of you as He did Paul.  God will not have a whale 

swallow you or appear to you on the road to Damascus, but trust in His 

good and gracious will for your life.  God will get you where He wants you, 

where you can best serve Him. 

 Perhaps, it is easier for us to understand All Saints’ Day if we look at 

it this way.  If I asked you to name the 5 best sermons which have made 

the greatest impact on your life, how long would it take you?  Hum?  

{PAUSE}  Maybe the real question is: Do you even remember 5 sermons 

you’ve heard in your life?  But if I asked you to name the 5 people who 

have influenced your Christian faith and life the most – now, that would be 

much easier.  Immediately, we are able to think of a spouse, our parents, a 

grandparent, a pastor, a special Sunday School teacher. 

 In Galatians, Paul writes:  

“I have been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me.  And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Ga 2:20).   

Saints lived out their faith in their thoughts, words, and deeds.  The best 

way that we can remember and honor the saints is to imitate their faith in 

Jesus Christ and daily live out that faith.   
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 As they walked by faith through this valley of the shadow of death, we 

can do the same.  As they fought the good fight of the faith and took hold of 

eternal life, we see that we can do the same.  As they were faithful unto 

death and received the crown of life, we follow in their footsteps so that we 

too will one day wear the crown of life.   

When we see Aaron holding up the prophet's hand, when we see 

Eunice raising her son Timothy up in the Christian faith, when we see 

Tychicus faithful in helping Paul, we know that we too can serve God where 

He has put us. 

 On this All Saints’, rejoice in the goodness of your Father.  He has 

clothed you with Christ in your baptism and that means you are a saint. 


