Holy Thursday

Hymn # 435
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Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain,
Sinners, ruined by the fall,

Here a pure and healing fountain
Flows for you, for me, for all,

In a full, perpetual tide,

Opened when our Savior died.

Come in poverty and meanness,
Come defiled, without, within;
From infection and uncleanness,
From the leprosy of sin,
Wash your robes and make them white;
Ye shall walk with God in light.

Come in sorrow and contrition,
Wounded, impotent, and blind;
Here the guilty, free remission,
Here the troubled, peace may find.
Health this fountain will restore;
They that drink shall thirst no more.

They that drink shall live forever;
"Tis a soul-renewing flood.
God is faithful; God will never
Break His covenant of blood,
Signed when our Redeemer died,
Sealed when He was glorified.
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Holy God, holy and most gracious Father,
have mercy and hear us.

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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C | believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Psalm 116:12-19

171 will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving*
and call on the name | of the LORD.

2\What shall I render | to the LORD*
for all his bene- | fits to me?

131 will lift up the cup of sal- | vation*
and call on the name | of the LORD,

141 will pay my vows | to the LORD*
in the presence of all his | people.

BPrecious in the sight | of the LorRD*
is the death | of his saints.

80 Lorb, | am your | servant;*
I am your servant, the son of your maidservant.
You have | loosed my bonds.

171 will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving*
and call on the name | of the LORD.

18] will pay my vows | to the LORD*
in the presence of all his | people,

Yin the courts of the house | of the LoRD,*
in your midst, O Jerusalem. | Praise the LORD!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit;

As it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

171 will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving*
and call on the name | of the LORD.

Old Testament Reading Exodus 12:1-14
The LoRrD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This month shall be for you the beginning
of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the
tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a



household. “And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take
according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the
lamb. >Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from
the goats, ®and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the
congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.

"“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in
which they eat it. 8They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and
bitter herbs they shall eat it. °Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its
legs and its inner parts. °And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains
until the morning you shall burn. In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals
on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover. ?For |
will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and | will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both
man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the LoRD. **The blood shall
be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when | see the blood, I will pass over you, and no
plague will befall you to destroy you, when | strike the land of Egypt.

14«This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout
your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.”

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 11:23-32
23For | received from the Lord what | also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he
was betrayed took bread, 2*and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which
is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 2°In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying,

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
2For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Z'\Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be
guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of
the bread and drink of the cup. *°For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and
drinks judgment on himself. *°That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 3'But if
we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. *2But when we are judged by the Lord, we are
disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.

Gospel Reading John 13:1-17, 31b-35

!Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this
world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2During
supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him,
3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and
was going back to God, “rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it
around his waist. °Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was wrapped around him. ®He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do
you wash my feet?” "Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward
you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do
not wash you, you have no share with me.” °Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also
my hands and my head!” *°Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for
his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” *'For he knew who was
to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

12When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them,
“Do you understand what I have done to you? **You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so
I am. #If | then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s
feet. 1°For | have given you an example, that you also should do just as | have done to you. **Truly,
truly, 1 say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who
sent him. ¥If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. . . .



“Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. *’If God is glorified in him, God will

also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 3Little children, yet a little while | am with you.
You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot
come.” 3*A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as | have loved you, you
also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another.”

Sermon

Foretaste of the Feast to Come

And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had provided
something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect (Hebrews 11:39-40).

“I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s
kingdom (Matthew 26:29)”
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Show us Your steadfast love, O Lord,

and grant us Your salvation.

Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness;

and let Your saints shout for joy.

Lord, keep this nation under Your care,

and guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

for You judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon the earth.
Let the peoples praise You, O God,;

let all the peoples praise You!

For the needy shall not always be forgotten,

and the hope of the poor shall not perish forever.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Hear my prayer, O Lord,;

let my cry come to You.

Let us pray.

O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion. Grant that
we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption
may continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept
me this night from all harm and danger; and | pray that You would keep me this day also
from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands |
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.
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