
Wednesday in Advent 3                                             December 16, 2020 

 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER I 
 

Opening Hymn # 590          “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” 
1 Baptized into Your name most holy, 

    O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
I claim a place, though weak and lowly, 
    Among Your saints, Your chosen host. 
Buried with Christ and dead to sin, 
Your Spirit now shall live within. 

2 My loving Father, here You take me 
      To be henceforth Your child and heir. 
My faithful Savior, here You make me 
    The fruit of all Your sorrows share. 
O Holy Spirit, comfort me 
When threat’ning clouds around I see. 

3 My faithful God, You fail me never; 
    Your promise surely will endure. 
O cast me not away forever 
    If words and deeds become impure. 
Have mercy when I come defiled; 
Forgive, lift up, restore Your child. 

4 All that I am and love most dearly— 
    Receive it all, O Lord, from me. 
Let me confess my faith sincerely; 
    Help me Your faithful child to be! 
Let nothing that I am or own 
Serve any will but Yours alone. 

Text: Public domain 

Opening Versicles 
L Holy God, holy and most gracious Father, 
C have mercy and hear us. 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever.  Amen. 

 



Apostles' Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting.  Amen. 

Psalm 32  

1Blessèd is the one whose transgression is for- | given,* 
 whose sin is | covered. 
2Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no in- | iquity,* 
 and in whose spirit there is | no deceit. 

3For when I kept silent, my bones wast- | ed away* 
 through my groaning | all day long. 
4For day and night your hand was heavy up- | on me;* 
 my strength was dried up as by the heat of | summer. 

5I acknowledged my sin to you, 
 and I did not cover my in- | iquity;* 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
 and you forgave the iniquity | of my sin. 

6Therefore let everyone who is godly 
 offer prayer to you at a time when you | may be found;* 
surely in the rush of great waters, 
 they shall not | reach him. 
7You are a hiding place for me; 
 you preserve me from | trouble;* 
 you surround me with shouts of de- | liverance. 

8I will instruct you and teach you in the way | you should go;* 
 I will counsel you with my eye up- | on you. 
9Be not like a horse or a mule, without under- | standing,* 
 which must be curbed with bit and bridle, 
 or it will not stay | near you. 

10Many are the sorrows of the | wicked,* 
 but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts | in the LORD. 
11Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O | righteous,* 
 and shout for joy, all you up- | right in heart! 



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*and to the Holy | Spirit; 
  as it was in the be- | ginning,*is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Scripture Reading Titus 3:1–8 
 1Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for 
every good work, 2to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show 
perfect courtesy toward all people. 3For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led 
astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated 
by others and hating one another. 4But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our 
Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 
according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 
6whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by 
his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 8The saying is 
trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed in God 
may be careful to devote themselves to good works. These things are excellent and profitable 
for people. 

Holy Baptism - Third 
How can water do such great things? 
Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does these things, along 
with the faith which trusts this word of God in the water. For without God’s word the water is 
plain water and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving water, 
rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus, 
chapter three: “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been 
justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a 
trustworthy saying.” (Titus 3:5–8) 

Sermon 

Our Offerings to Our Faithful God 

Prayer 
L I cry to You, O Lord; 
C in the morning my prayer comes before You. 
L Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
C and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
L My mouth is filled with Your praise, 
C and with Your glory all the day. 
L Every day I will bless You 
C and praise Your name forever and ever. 
L By awesome deeds You answer us with righteousness, 
C O God of our salvation, the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas. 
L Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
C and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 
L He redeems your life from the pit 
C and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
C let my cry come to You. 

Collect of the Day 
L Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our 
hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



C Amen. 

Evening Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 
that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

Benedicamus 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Blessing 
L The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 
C Amen. 

Closing Hymn # 379           “O Come, All Ye Faithful” sts. 1, ref, 2–4 
1 O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him 
Born the king of angels: Refrain 

 
ref O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
    Christ the Lord! 

 
2 Highest, most holy, 

Light of Light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
Son of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 
3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 
In the highest: Refrain 

 
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

Text: Public domain 
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