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3rd Sunday in Advent
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“Behold, | send My messenger before your face,

who will prepare your way before you”.
Macthew 11:10b




DIVINE SERVICE Setting Three
Hymn of Invocation # 345
Confession & Absolution p. 184

Introit
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation.
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to folly.
Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land.
Yes, the Lord will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before him
and make his footsteps a way.
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation.

Gloria Patri p. 186
Kyrie p. 186
Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Advent
Salutation & Collect p. 189

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and
to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious
visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 (ESV)

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord
has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has
sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are
bound; to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and the day
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to grant
to those who mourn in Zion—to give them a beautiful
headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that
they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of
the Lord, that he may be glorified.



They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up
the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.

For | the Lord love justice; | hate robbery and wrong; |
will faithfully give them their recompense, and | will make an
everlasting covenant with them.

Their offspring shall be known among the nations, and
their descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see
them shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the
Lord has blessed.

| will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my
God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful
headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden
causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord God will
cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the
nations.

Gradual

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.

Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless you.

Epistle Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 (ESV)

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies,
but test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from
every form of evil.

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you
completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He
who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.

“Alleluia” p. 190



Holy Gospel: St. John 1:6-8, 19-28 (ESV)

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that
all might believe through him. He was not the light, but
came to bear witness about the light.

And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are
you?" He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, "I
am not the Christ." And they asked him, "What then? Are
you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?"
And he answered, "No." So they said to him, "Who are
you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us.
What do you say about yourself?" He said, "l am the voice
of one crying out in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way
of the Lord,' as the prophet Isaiah said."

(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) They
asked him, "Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither
the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" John answered
them, "l baptize with water, but among you stands one you
do not know, even He who comes after me, the strap of
whose sandal | am not worthy to untie." These things took
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was
baptizing.

Apostles’ Creed p. 192
Hymn of the Day # 346
Sermon
Offertory p. 192
Offering

The Handbells will ring “Prince of Peace” during the gathering of our
morning offering.

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament p. 194
Distribution Hymns # 380, 359, 636
Nunc Dimittis p. 199
Thanksgiving p. 200

Benedicamus and Benediction p. 201
Closing Hymn # 357



Welcome to worship in the season of Advent, the time of the
Church year which prepares us to welcome our King, Jesus, at His
birth. We prepare by repenting, being sorrowful for our sin and
believing in Jesus for forgiveness. Our sin was the reason Jesus was
conceived, born, suffered, crucified, and died. As we mourn our sin,
our hearts look forward to the joy of Christmas, when our King comes to
save us from all the threatening perils of sin. Visitors, please sign our
guest book and worship with us again soon!

Advent: Our midweek Advent services continue Wednesday,
December 20, 6:30 pm. As we continue looking at the Solas of
Reformation, our worship will focus on Sola Fide: Faith Alone. Soup
and sandwiches will be served at 5:30 pm by the Elders & LYF.

Elders, we will meet following Advent worship on Wednesday,
December 20, 7:15 pm.

Children’s Program: Please join us for the Children’s Christmas
Program on Sunday, December 24, 4:00 pm. Please note that there
will be no morning worship at Concordia on Christmas Eve.

2018 Contribution Envelopes are in your mailboxes this morning.

Thank you to everyone who helped wrap the gifts for the Women'’s
Action & Resource Center Angel Tree. We especially want to thank
Faron & Debbie Scherer and Lorraine Sorge. The gift of your time was
greatly appreciated!

Christmas cards are on sale in the social hall. They are $4.00 per
box. Please give the money to Tina Heller. Checks should be made
out to LWML.

In our thoughts and prayers,
1 Donna Brewer (mother of Krystal Bornemann);
1 Pastor Russ Fitch & Family, on the death of Pastor’s mother.

Our Stewardship of Offerings and Attendance
Worship: 151 Offerings: $4,427.00

“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you.” Christians express their thanks to God in many ways: in
prayer, in giving to the Lord, in acts of service to others, in faithful living
in their daily callings. Everything we do to honor God in our lives is a
means of returning thanks for the Lord’s many gifts to us.



t This Week at Concordia t

Sunday 10:00 am Divine Service
11:00 am Program Practice/Bible Class

7:00 pm

Wednesday 3:30 pm

Worship @ Glen Ullin

Catechism

5:30 pm Soup/Sandwiches — LYF & Elders
6:30 pm Advent Service
7:15 pm Elders Meeting
Sunday 4:00 pm Children’s Christmas Program
Church Office Hours

Monday - Friday 8:00 AM—12:00 PM
Church: 873-4388 Parsonage: 873-4223
revheller@westriv.com
concordiasecretary@westriv.com

Website: www.concordiabeulah.org




