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Behold, I send My messenger before your face, 

who will prepare your way before you.   
Matthew 11:10b 
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DIVINE SERVICE    Setting Three 
 
Hymn of Invocation   # 334     (st. 1-4) 
 
Confession & Absolution  p. 184 
 
Introit      
Rejoice in the Lord always; 
 again I will say, Rejoice. 
Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
 whose hope is in the Lord his God, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 
 who keeps faith forever; 
who executes justice for the oppressed, 
 who gives food to the hungry. 
The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
 The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 the Lord loves the righteous. 
Rejoice in the Lord always; 
 again I will say, Rejoice. 
 
Kyrie       p. 186 
 
Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Advent 
 
Salutation & Collect   p. 189 
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
 
Old Testament: Zephaniah 3:14-20 (ESV) 
 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel!  Rejoice and exult with all 
your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
        The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared away 
your enemies.  The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall never 
again fear evil.  
    On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: "Fear not, O Zion; let not your 
hands grow weak.  
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    The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice 
over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with 
loud singing.  
    I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer 
suffer reproach.  
    Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors.  And I will save the 
lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and 
renown in all the earth.  
    At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together;  for I will 
make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I 
restore your fortunes before your eyes," says the Lord. 
  
Gradual 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion, 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
 
Epistle Reading: Philippians 4:4-7 (ESV) 
    Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your reasonableness 
be known to everyone.  The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
    

“Alleluia”       p. 190 
 
Holy Gospel: St. Luke 7:18-28 (ESV) 
    The disciples of John reported all these things to him.  And John, calling two 
of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, "Are You the one who is to 
come, or shall we look for another?"  And when the men had come to Him, they 
said, "John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, 'Are You the one who is to 
come, or shall we look for another?' "  In that hour He healed many people of 
diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind He 
bestowed sight.  And He answered them, "Go and tell John what you have seen 
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and heard:  the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to 
them.  And blessed is the one who is not offended by Me."  
    When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
concerning John: "What did you go out into the wilderness to see?  A reed 
shaken by the wind?  What then did you go out to see?  A man dressed in soft 
clothing?  Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury 
are in kings' courts.  What then did you go out to see?  A prophet?  Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet.  This is he of whom it is written, " 'Behold, I send 
My messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.' 
     I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the 
one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he."   
 
Nicene Creed      p. 191 
Hymn of the Day     # 345 
Sermon       Where Do I Find Jesus? 
Offertory       p. 192 
Offering 
Prayer of the Church 
 P  Stir up Your might, O Lord, 
 C  and come and save us! 
Service of the Sacrament   p. 194 
Distribution Hymns    # 515, 636, 818 
Nunc Dimittis      p. 199 
Thanksgiving      p. 200 
Benedicamus and Benediction p. 201 
Closing Hymn      # 386 
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 Please fill out a Record of Fellowship Card  this morning.   
The cards should be filled out whether or not you attend Communion.   

Place completed cards in the collection plate.   
Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
In our thoughts and prayers, 
 † Our sick and recovering: President Baneck, Betty Giese, 
 Harold Link, & Mavis Maddock. 
 
 
 

  
  Our Stewardship of Worship  

     and Attendance 
Worship: 126    Offering: $3,083.00 

 
Our LCMS definition of stewardship begins with these words:  
“Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child 
of God…”  During this preparation season of Advent we are reminded 
that Christian stewardship really is free and joyous when we 
acknowledge that God is the Owner of all things and He delights in 
lavishing His gifts upon us to use to His glory and the welfare of our 
neighbors. 

Today we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion in which we joyfully receive Christ’s 
Body and Blood, under bread and wine, for the forgiveness of our sins.  As we celebrate the 
Sacrament, we also give public witness that we are in complete agreement with the 
denomination’s doctrinal teachings at whose altar we commune.  Therefore, we ask that 
only communicant members of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod commune with us.  All 
guests are asked to talk to Rev. Heller before coming to the altar to receive the Sacrament. 
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Welcome to worship on Gaudete Sunday.  “Gaudete” means “rejoice.”  This 
Sunday receives its name from our Introit, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
will say, Rejoice.”  In the somber and repentant mood of Advent, we rejoice this 
day in the good news that our Savior Christ is coming to bring us comfort and 
hope through the forgiveness of sins.  The pink candle burning on our Advent 
wreath reminds us that God always turns our sorrow to joy.  Visitors, please sign 
our guest book and worship with us again soon! 
 
The Hand Chimes will ring “Away in A Manger” during the gathering of our 
morning offerings.   
 
Today in Sunday School students explore the story “Nathan Rebukes David.” 
Just as God accepted and forgave King David and other great saints who 
committed grave sins, so He accepts and forgives us, all for the sake of Christ. 
Parents could ask, “Who reminds you of your sins? Who tells you about 
forgiveness?” 
 
Mission Update: Please join us following worship for coffee, Kool-aid, and bars.  
Not only is this a good reminder to keep Matt, Angie, and family in your prayers, 
but we will hear a mission update of their work.  There will be a free-will offering. 
   
Practice for the Children’s Christmas Program continues this morning at 10:45 
a.m..  Practice continues next Sunday, December 20th.   

 
The Bell Choir will be playing before the Beulah High School Choir 
Concert, Monday, December 14th, at Zion Lutheran Church.  The Bell 
Choir will be playing at 6:45 p.m. and will also play three songs during 
the concert.   

 
“Savior of the Nations” is the theme of our mid-week Advent worship services.  
Our mid-week services continue this Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.  Soup and 
sandwiches will be served by the Council beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
 
The Children’s Shopping Spree is Saturday, December 19th, 9:30 a.m. — 

12:30 p.m.  Volunteers are needed to assist with shopping, wrapping 
gifts and to help serve and clean up after the noon meal.  Donations 
of wrapping supplies are appreciated.  Leave any donations on the 
table in the social hall.  A sign-up form is in the social hall if you are 

willing to help.  If you have questions, please talk to Ray Sorge, 873-7682.   
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LYF Gift Basket Silent Auction: The gift baskets are on display in 
the social hall.  This is a fundraiser for our LYF and will make 
wonderful Christmas gifts.  Bidding will continue until 9:15 a.m. on 
Sunday, December 20th.  If you have any questions, please talk to 
Glenn or Carla Renner, 948-2534.   
 
Christmas caroling is scheduled for Sunday, December 20th, 6:00 p.m.  LYF 
members and anyone else wishing to participate should meet at the Church.  
Following caroling, we will return to the Church to watch a movie.  Please bring 
potluck snacks.   
 
Donations for Poinsettias for the Altar will be accepted again this year.  A 

special vase will be placed on the table by Pastor’s study for your 
donations.  You may also purchase your own plant and have it at 
Church no later than Wednesday, December 23rd.   Forms are 
available on the table in the social hall  if you wish to have the 
Poinsettia in memory of or in honor of someone or a special event.  

Place completed form in Vicky Yeager’s mailbox.   
 
The December calendar, birthday and anniversary sheet, Pray for Us calendar, 
October council minutes and children’s devotional books are in the black 
stacking trays in the social hall.  Please pick up any material you wish.  
  
Thrivent Coordinators: We would like to thank Diana Helm, Marlene Schriefer, 
and Ray Sorge, our Thrivent Financial congregational coordinators.  We are 
grateful for their work on behalf of Concordia! 

               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 8 

+ This Week at Concordia + 
 

 Today   7:30 am Worship @ Glen Ullin 
     9:15 am Divine Service         
     10:15 am Sunday School/Mission Update 
     10:45 am Christmas Program Practice 
      
 Tuesday  2:00 p.m. Bible Class  
     
 Wednesday  5:00 pm Chime Practice 
     5:30 pm Soup/Sandwiches — Council 
     5:45 pm Wednesday School 
     6:00 pm Council Meeting 
     7:00 pm Advent Service 
     7:45 pm Bell Practice 
    
 Thursday  6:00 pm Advent Worship @ Glen Ullin 
 
 Saturday  9:30 —  Children’s Shopping Spree 
        12:30  
 
 Sunday   9:15 am Divine Service 
     10:15 am Sunday School/Bible Class 
     10:45 am Christmas Program Practice 
     5:30 pm Christmas Program @ Glen Ullin 
     6:00 pm Christmas Caroling 

   

Church Office Hours 
Monday  -  Friday 8:30 AM—12:30 PM 
Church: 873-4388   Parsonage: 873-4223 

revheller@westriv.com  
 concordiasecretary@westriv.com 

Website: www.concordiabeulah.org 
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