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DIVINE SERVICE Setting One

Hymn of Invocation #912
Confession & Absolution p. 151
Introit

Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song,

his praise in the assembly of the godly!
| will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up

and have not let my foes rejoice over me.
O Lord my God, | cried to you for help,

and you have healed me.
O Lord, you have brought up my soul from Sheol;

you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit.
Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints,

and give thanks to his holy name.
For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.

Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song,

his praise in the assembly of the godly!

Kyrie p. 152
This is the Feast p. 155
Salutation & Collect p. 156

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we
may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that
among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true
joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



First Reading: Acts 6:1-9, 7:2a, 51-60 (ESV)

Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a
complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their
widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. And the twelve
summoned the full number of the disciples and said, "It is not right that we
should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore,
brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will devote
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word." And what they said
pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith
and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon,
and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. These they set before
the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.

And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests
became obedient to the faith.

And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and
signs among the people. Then some of those who belonged to the
synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of
the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed
with Stephen.

And Stephen said: "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and
ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you.
Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those
who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you
have now betrayed and murdered, you who received the law as delivered by
angels and did not keep it."

Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground
their teeth at him. But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw
the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And he said,
"Behold, | see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God." But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their
ears and rushed together at him. Then they cast him out of the city and
stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a
young man named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out,
"Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." And falling to his knees he cried out with a



loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." And when he had said
this, he fell asleep.

Gradual
Christ has risen from the dead.

God the Father has crowned him with glory and honor,
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;

he has put all things under his feet.

Epistle Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 (ESV)

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may
grow up to salvation—if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God
chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture:
"Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." So the honor is for
you who believe, but for those who do not believe, "The stone that the
builders rejected has become the cornerstone,"” and "A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense."

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to
do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a
people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

“Alleluia” p. 156

Holy Gospel: St. John 14:1-14 (ESV)

"Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in Me. In
My Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you
that | go to prepare a place for you? And if | go and prepare a place for you,
| will come again and will take you to Myself, that where | am you may be
also. And you know the way to where | am going." Thomas said to Him,
"Lord, we do not know where You are going. How can we know the way?"
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Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through Me. If you had known Me, you would have
known My Father also. From now on you do know Him and have seen Him."

Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us."
Jesus said to him, "Have | been with you so long, and you still do not know
Me, Philip? Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father. How can you say,
'‘Show us the Father'? Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the
Father is in Me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on My own
authority, but the Father who dwells in Me does his works. Believe Me that |
am in the Father and the Father is in Me, or else believe on account of the
works themselves.”

“Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever believes in Me will also do the works
that | do; and greater works than these will he do, because | am going to the
Father. Whatever you ask in My name, this | will do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. If you ask Me anything in My name, | will do it.”

Nicene Creed p. 158
Hymn of the Day #575
Sermon “A Royal Priesthood”

Prayer of the Church

Offering

“What Shall | Render” p. 159
Service of the Sacrament  p. 160
Distribution Hymns # 644, 633
“Thank the Lord” p. 164
Post-Communion Collect p. 166
Benediction p. 166
Closing Hymn # 722



Today we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion in which we joyfully
receive Christ’'s Body and Blood, under bread and wine, for the forgiveness of our
sins. As we celebrate the Sacrament, we also give public witness that we are in
complete agreement with the denomination’s doctrinal teachings at whose altar
we commune. Therefore, we ask that only communicant members of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod commune with us. All guests are asked to talk
to Rev. Heller before coming to the altar to receive the Sacrament.

In our thoughts and prayers,
+ Our sick and recovering: Katlyn Blaisdell, Lenora Hafner,
Harold Link, Marlin Rueb, Dan Weidner, & Alex Woroniecki;
+ The family of Hubert Hafner, as they mourn his death;
+ The family of Rev. Mark Abraham, Grace, Fargo, as they
mourn his death;
+ For rain and favorable weather, that all agricultural endeavors may
produce a bountiful harvest.

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Welcome to worship in this
season of Easter as we gather to rejoice that Christ has overcome death
and the grave and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. “Where, O
death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?’ Thanks be to God!
He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15). Visitors
please sign our guest book and worship with us again soon!

LWML Mission Mites will be collected as part of our worship today.

This morning in Sunday School, the children learn how each of us is like
the lame beggar as we stand before God (Acts 3). Yet through the means
of grace, God’s Word and Sacraments, God bestows on us what Christ
accomplished on the cross: forgiveness of sins. In your family discussions,
talk about what it means to have the “forgiveness of sins.”

“This is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it”, Peter writes to teach us
that God'’s grace gives us comfort and hope, especially in times
— of trial (1 Peter 5:12). Please join us for Bible Class this
morning as we begin a study of the book of 1 Peter.




A benefit concert by the local band, “SHINE”, will be held today at 6:00 PM
(MT) at Peace Lutheran Church, Hazen. A free-will offering will be held to
help with the medical expense fund for Tanya Ginther and Women’s Action
Resource Center. Fellowship and refreshments will follow the concert.

It has so pleased God in His wise grace to call from this vale of tears unto
Himself in heaven the soul of our dear brother in the Christian faith, Hubert
Hafner. Christian Burial will be Monday, April 21%, 2:00 PM. “These are the
ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 7:14).

Council Members, please remember our meeting Wednesday, 7:00 PM.
This is a time change from the April calendar!

Finance Committee: We are in need of someone to serve on the Finance
Committee. If you are interested, please talk to Myron Hafner or Pastor
Heller.

“That All May See Jesus!: St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Hazen will be

| celebrating the 20™ Anniversary of Lutheran Braille Work

mﬁ Center #193 on Sunday, May 4". A singspiration will begin at

8:00 AM, followed by worship at 8:30 AM. There will be a pot-

blessing dinner provided by St. Matthew following the program. More
information is posted on the bulletin board in the social hall.

[ Attendance
o)

Our Stewardship of Offerings and Attendance
Worship: 149  Offering: $2,817.25

St. Peter reminds us in 1 Peter 2:2-10 that at one time we were “no
people” (that is, people without Christ), but now we are the people of
God who are equipped for every good work. Among other things, that
means using all we are and have for God’s purposes. That’s at the
heart of Christian stewardship.



+ This Week at Concordia +

Today 9:00 AM Divine Service
*Mites collected
10:15 AM Sunday School/Bible Class

Monday 7:00 PM Sarah Guild @ Church
Tuesday 2:00 PM Bible Class
Wednesday 3:45PM 9" Grade Wednesday School
6:00 PM Chime Practice
6:30 PM Wednesday School
7:00 PM Council Meeting
7:30 PM Bell Practice
Sunday 9:00 AM Divine Service

10:15 AM Sunday School/Bible Class

Church Office Hours |
Monday — Friday 8:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. !
revheller@westriv.com :
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Thank you for filling out a Record of Friendship Card this morning.
We record both worship and Communion attendance.
Place completed card in collection plate or hand to an usher.



